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Thisgroupexhibitionaimsat showcasinghe current
visualart researchactivitiesby artists affiliated with the
departmentof Art andMusicat the Universityof South
Africa.Theintensemeaningsearchingand meaning
makingpresentin the exhibitedworksare drivenby
two significantphasesjntricatelyintertwined in any
substantialart-basedpractice:researchand
exploration.Thetitle of the exhibition,Lookingh y (1 2 X
and Seeingbeyond signalghe entanglementof these
complexprocessesandshowshow they bringabout
new andalternativewaysof lookingat andseeingthe
world. Thus,out of theseintenseandpassionate
involvementswith the world somealternativeand
individualcomprehensiongmerge. Lookinginto
indicatesthe commitmentto the visualandtheoretical
researchconductedto createthe exhibitedartworks,
while Seeingpeyondspeakdo the generatingand
bringingforth new knowledge enrichedby personal
d{jsc_overiesandfresh new waysof seeingbeyondthe
obvious.

Theworkson the exhibitionexplorea variety of mixed
mediasuchas3Danddigitalprints, tapestries,
traditional andalternativepaintinganddrawing,
sculpture,installation,andvideo. Byweavingintricate
narrativesof societalandenvironmentalvalues the
artistsenrichthe world of visualstorytellingandbend
perceptions.
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Gwenmergeslandscapespbjects,andfungito
considerrelationshipsdetweenmaterialsand
meaning.Thebroaderexhibitiontheme, Lookin
into...andseeingbeyond,speakgo her passiorfor
findinglinksbetweenobjectsthat are not immediately
apparent.Inthis groupof work, her fascinationwith
mushroomdedto a'collaboration'with fungi: placing
objectson the younggrowthsandletting the objects
be partiallyor entirelyunifiedwith the shelf
mushroomsAnartistfriend hasawoodedwild
gardenandit washerethat anabundantsourceof
wood becamethe laboratory.

Aforestedenvironmentbringscontemplation-
thinkingcanflow freely without judgmentandone's
mind canfind new connectionsln Gwen'spracticeof
drawingbellsasa meditativeact, the link between
statesof mind hasbroughtthe bellsandfungiinto a
visualrelationship.In this bodyof creativeresearch,
one canalsofind anembeddedcritique of the tensions
betweenhumancultural practicesandour ideasof
nature.

https:/Mmww.gwennethmiller.com/exhibitions










