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Thisgroupexhibitionaimsat showcasingthe current 
visualart researchactivitiesbyartistsaffiliatedwith the 
departmentof Art andMusicat the Universityof South 
Africa.Theintensemeaning-searchingandmeaning-
makingpresentin the exhibitedworksaredrivenby 
two significantphases,intricatelyintertwined in any 
substantialart-basedpractice:researchand
exploration.Thetitle of the exhibition,LookingƛƴǘƻΧ 
andSeeingbeyond, signalsthe entanglementof these 
complexprocessesandshowshow theybringabout 
newandalternativewaysof lookingat andseeingthe 
world. Thus,out of theseintenseandpassionate 
involvementswith the world somealternativeand 
individualcomprehensionsemerge.Lookinginto 
indicatesthe commitmentto the visualandtheoretical 
researchconductedto createthe exhibitedartworks, 
whileSeeingbeyondspeaksto the generatingand 
bringingforth newknowledge,enrichedbypersonal 
discoveries,andfreshnewwaysof seeingbeyondthe 
obvious.

Theworkson the exhibitionexploreavarietyof mixed 
mediasuchas3Danddigitalprints, tapestries, 
traditionalandalternativepaintinganddrawing, 
sculpture,installation,andvideo. Byweavingintricate 
narrativesof societalandenvironmentalvalues,the 
artistsenrichthe world of visualstorytellingandbend 
perceptions.
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Gwenmergeslandscapes,objects,andfungito 
considerrelationships betweenmaterialsand
meaning.Thebroaderexhibitiontheme,Looking 
into...andseeingbeyond,speaksto her passionfor 
findinglinksbetweenobjectsthat arenot immediately 
apparent.In thisgroupof work, her fascinationwith 
mushroomsled to a 'collaboration'with fungi:placing 
objectson the younggrowthsandletting the objects 
bepartiallyor entirelyunifiedwith the shelf 
mushrooms.Anartist friendhasawoodedwild
garden,andit washerethat anabundantsourceof 
woodbecamethe laboratory.

Aforestedenvironment bringscontemplation-
thinkingcanflow freelywithout judgmentandone's 
mindcanfind newconnections.In Gwen'spracticeof 
drawingbellsasa meditativeact,the link between 
statesof mindhasbroughtthe bellsandfungiinto a 
visualrelationship.In thisbodyof creativeresearch, 
onecanalsofind anembeddedcritiqueof the tensions 
betweenhumanculturalpracticesandour ideasof 
nature.

https://www.gwennethmiller.com/exhibitions






